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cohort of auxiliary troops, and all the most hateful features of
executions introduced by the cruel habits of the new conquerors,
were exhibited towards him. It was about noon.1 They re-clothed
him with the garments which they had removed for the farce
enacted at the tribunal, and as the cohort had already in reserve
two thieves who were to be executed, the three prisoners were
taken together, and the procession set out for the place of exe-
cution.

The scene of the execution was at a place called Golgotha,
situated outside Jerusalem, but near the walls of the city.2 The
name Golgotha signifies a skull; it corresponds with the French
word Ghaumont, and probably designated a bare hill or rising
ground, having the form of a bald skulL The situation of this
hill is not precisely known. It was certainly on the north or
north-west of the city, in the high irregular plain which extends
between the walls and the two valleys of Kedron and Hinnom,8
a rather uninteresting region, and made still worse by the objec-
tionable circumstances arising from the neighbourhood of a great
city. It is difficult to identify Golgotha as the precise place
which, since Constantine, has been venerated by entire Christen-
dom.4 This place is too much in the interior of the city, and we
are led to believe that, in the time of Jesus, it was comprised
within the circuit of the walls.6

1 John xix. 14. According to Mark xv. 25, it could scarcely have been eight
o'clock in the morning, since that evangelist relates that Jesus was crucified afc nine
o'clock.

* Matt xxvii. 3S; Mark xv. 22; John xix. 20; Heb. xiiL 12.

8 Golgotha, in fact, seems not entirely unconnected with the hill of Qareb and
the locality of Goath, mentioned in Jeremiah xxxi. 39. Now, these two places
appear to have been at the north-west of the city. I should incline to fix the
place where Jesus was crucified near the extreme corner which the existing wall
makes towards the west, or perhaps upon the mounds which command the valley
of Hinuom, above JBirJcet-M'amilla.

4  The proofs by whieh it has been attempted to establish that the Holy
Sepulchre has been displaced since Constantine are not very strong.

5  M. de Yogiie* has discovered, about S3 yards to the east of the traditional
site of Calvary, a fragment of a Jewish wall analogous to that of Hebron, which,
if it belongs to the inclosure of the time of Jesus, would leave the above-mo*